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ALK ABOUT something ex- 

hilerating! There were ten 

regional conventions this 
year and I missed just one. Glance 
at the map and notice how well 
spaced they were across the coun- 
try: Orlando (Florida), Birming- 
ham (Alabama), Mineral Wells 
(Texas), Phoenix (Arizona), Salem 
(Oregon), Salisbury (Maryland), 
Charlotte (North Carolina), 
Springfield (Ohio), St. Louis (Mis- 
souri) and Minot (North Dakota). 

I registered and wore the “atomic 
age” badge—proud to walk into 
restaurants and hotels and stores 
with it on my lapel. (The registra- 
tion committee got my quarter 
every time, too!). 

I went to the display areas and 
saw them as I imagined the dele- 
gates must be seeing them. Some 
of the buildings did not offer as 
nice a display as others, but even 
the less spacious ones presented 
just the right atmosphere for the 
glitter and glare that is most ap- 
pealing to youth. I stood in my own 
booth and watched both the minis- 
ters and laymen gather stacks of 
Sunday School and youth helps that 
were offered free by the National 
Youth Department and the Church 
at large. 

I attended workshops and in- 
stitutes, and even the special hand- 
work class that was conducted by 
Fellows Crafts. I taught in several 
of the workshops and saw groups, 
both large and small, “taking in” 


€ material I had to offer. I sup- 
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pose my experience is shared with 
other instructors across our nation: 
“Will they take home what they 
learned and put it into serious 
practice among their own children 
and young people?” and “Please, 
God, let these efforts redound to 
the best possible fruitful endeavors 
in the represented churches.” 


I went to evening services like 
a delegate should. Once or twice I 
mused: “This would be a good time 
to rest,” but when church time 
came, there I was. The opening 
night sermon at each convention 
was delivered by the National Di- 
rector; and though I heard it nine 
times, I found it still offering me 
new things to ponder, and I will 
hear it again if there is an op- 
portunity! 

I looked forward to the special 
attractions of the day services and 
the visuals at night. In each region 
there are talented young people 
who were given opportunity to 
participate in such features as “The 
Voice of Sunday School and Y.P.E.” 
and “Teenerama.” These provided 
a spark which made the home folk 
glow with pride as their own boys 
and girls took part, and gave that 
extra sense of the convention’s 
belonging to their own particular 
area. There was a “Tour Through 
Sunday School Land” conducted by 
Lewis J. Willis, giving vivid de- 
scriptions of the “sights” that our 
own publishing house prepares. It 
was interesting to hear the panel 
of experts attack sometimes stump- 
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ing questions presented by the au- 
dience during the last afternoon, 
and enlightening for the panel of 
church department heads to brief 
us concerning the work of our 
Church during the last morning 
session of each convention. 


I bought books at the Publish- 
ing House book store and ate hot 
dogs and home made cakes sold 
by different local church groups, 
and even bought insurance with 
the brand new Pathway Insurance 
Agency. On one trip I traveled in 
the beautiful new station wagon 
that belongs to our Home for Chil- 
dren. 

Let me tell you about some of 
the personalities I observed. O. W. 
Polen is the National Director and 
Cecil B. Knight is the Assistant. 
Bernice Stout is a real lady execu- 
tive, but I saw none of them sit 
in a chair and give orders. From the 
first door opening till the last door 
closing, including all the hard work 
of putting up booths and loading 
the truck, they were there; and 
they smiled as sincerely with their 
work clothes on as they did when 
they were applauded on the plat- 
form. Dick Byrtus was a constant 
worker in every role, from spotlight 
operator to book store attendant 
to truck driver. The four executive 
directors of our Church, one of 
whom attended in every one of the 
ten regionals, displayed eager de- 
termination to deliver a good mes- 
sage concerning power in the home, 

(Continued on page 11) 
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WISE 


ECAUSE HE knew all men 
f3 .. . for he knew what was 
in man.” This is the testi- 
mony regarding the Man who is 
our supreme example. His life is 
accented again and again with 
converts. It may have been to a 
multitude or to a lone woman at 
the well, but still He carried the 
same message to them. It was the 
greatest message of all—the mes- 
sage of the Kingdom of God. 
Proverbs 11:30b tells us, “And he 
that winneth souls is wise.” A soul- 
winner is not one who goes out. to 
win the lost because it is a com- 
petitive field, or because he is com- 
pelled to do so by some office. He 
that wins souls does it because he 
loves his God and is willing to share 
what he has with others. 


The man who hears the message 
is important. He must be under- 
stood and loved. Without love from 
the one who tries to win him, the 
sinner becomes only the object of 
an unorganized sales talk and all 
too often is bored by what is being 
told to him. Any man who buys a 
product must be shown his need of 
that product before he will buy. 
_ Salvation has its merits. We must 
show them. 

Have you ever’ wondered what 
people think of Pentecostal people 
when they see them shout and re- 
joice? I have often wondered what 
those people who are on the out- 
side looking in think. Perhaps they 
think it is foolishness. It is up to 
you and me. to show them different- 
ly. 

The Apostle said in 1 Peter 3:15, 
“. . . be ready always. to give an 
answer to every man that asketh 
you a reason of the hope that is in 
you with meekness and fear.” There 
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By AMOS A. LEDFORD 
Mt. Vernon, Illinois 


is no -way to get around it. There 
is no excuse! 

Without doubt, our’ greatest 
peril is our unwillingness to thrust 
our message upon a waiting world. 
To exist is not enough. A church 
or person who is interested only in 
self-preservation is arrogant, self- 
ish and without Christian vision. 
Why be satisfied with an experience 
just for ourselves? Telling others 
about the glorious gospel will en- 
rich our. own experience. Leading 
men to Christ is the bonus. 


I see a tremendous need. for 
training. By training I mean an- 
alyzing the excuses we receive from 
unsaved people and finding an an- 
swer to their excuses. Training is 
not received from a school, teacher 
or textbook alone. In fact, this is 
the least important training. It 
definitely has its place, but it can- 
not be relied upon too thoroughly. 
The world calls it “On the Job 
Training.” To you, it means you 
learn while you witness. You are 
not. required to know all the an- 
swers. There will be some who may 
leave you speechless for a while. 
The Bible said, “For the Holy Ghost 
shall teach you in the same hour 
what ye ought to say,” Luke 12:12. 
This verse is not to be understood 
to make lazy witnesses. It is to 
say, God will help every person 
who does as he is commanded of 
the Lord. Surely the Lord has sent 
us to witness for the kingdom of 
heaven. 


There are some vivid qualifica- 
tions for the soul-winner. They are 
as follows: 


A. We need to know and under- 
stand people. 


B. We need to know how to 


handle the Bible and the Scriptures 
pertaining to salvation. 

C. We need to know how to bring 
about decisions, if possible. 

D. We need not force opportun- 
ities—the Lord will give us many 
opportunities. 

E. We must not miss any of the 
opportunities the Lord gives us. 

F. We need to have and to know 
what we are talking about. It is 
not necessary to know the whole 
Bible, but to know what it says 
about salvation—that is your busi- 
ness and that is your product. 

G. No salesmanship of the gospel 
will be effective without prayer be- 
hind it. You must season your wit- 
nessing with plenty of prayer. 

When prayer is done, you must 
help the Lord answer your prayers. 
He does not do all the work; He 
only helps you. One thing about 
the message of salvation we need 
to remember is: Christ could have 
saved us without our decision, and 
he could have sent an angel to de- 
liver us the message, but he chose 
another way, that being to let peo- 
ple like us spread the gospel by wit- 
nessing to others. 


SPURS FOR ACTION 


When we look about us and see 
the gross wickedness and sin, we 
cannot help but act. To look at a 
person as a soul rather than a 
neighbor brings us to a spiritual 
conception of his need. Imagining 
that soul in hell unless we win him 
will surely cause us to lay down 
our petty excuses for not winning 
him to the Lord. 


Falling in love with the Lord 
again will also help. This is the 
most outstanding and irreplaceable 
attribute attached to soul-winning. 
The doors slammed in your face 
will not offer inspiration, nor will 
the cool receptions and cold shoul- 
ders you will get. Your motivation 
will have to come from another 
source. Inspiration must come only 
from the Lord who saved you, and 
it must be thrust upon your en- 
counters by your love for the Lord. 


You must remember that you are 
working for God, but you have the 
grand and noble privilege of being 
a laborer with God. To witness be- 
cause you must is not what you 


need but rather to witness “> 





























of your love for God and your de- 
sire to work with Him. 

Your rewards for winning souls 
must also be considered when you 
are weighing your adventure into 
soul-winning. We will be judged by 
our works and will be rewarded 
accordingly. What will the little 
thing you let hinder you from wit- 
nessing be when you are brought 
before the Great Judge on that 
day? They will seem so puny, we 
will wish we had made a greater 
effort toward winning souls. 

If you have an opportunity to 
win a soul and fail, that soul may 
not be saved. You should not miss 
one opportunity. Even if you feel 
you have very little to say to that 
person, it may take only a word to 
seal conviction. Don’t ever miss an 
opportunity! 


TOOLS FOR WITNESSING 

. . . Some have compassion ... 
others save with fear, pulling them 
out of the fire.’ Here are two 
methods by which one deals with 
the unconverted according to Jude, 
verses 22 and 23. There is no dis- 
tinction as to which is the most 
effective of the two. It is crudely 
abrupt to say that to be successful 
in soul-winning you need compas- 
sion or fear, but that is just what 
the Bible says. Compassion is the 
thing that cannot be obtained by 
reading books or by realizing it is 
a good policy to win people to God; 
compassion must come through 
consecration and through the 
knowledge that there are people 
lost who can be won. Fear might 
be effective when compassion seems 
to fade. To see men rolling in the 
flames of hell and to realize we 
can win them if we will should 
put a fear in us that will propel 
us into action. 

It is not necessary to know the 
“whole” Bible. A person can be a 
successful soul-winner with only 
ten soul-winning Scriptures com- 
mitted to memory. The unconvert- 
ed man should know what God has 
to say about him along with your 
own treatment of his condition. 
You should be able to help him 
to know God’s attitude toward 
him as a sinner. 

There are people who are “too 
good to be saved.” They remind us 
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Qieventy that they are as good 


as anyone in the church. Romans 
3:10, 23 will give God’s opinion of 
their self-righteousness. Needless to 
say, the church is no place for sin 
or hypocrisy, and it will be con- 
demned as quickly from the church 
as from the outside. James 2:10 will 
set our thinking straight on that 
point. Never say the church is 
without faults; you will be forced 
to admit, reluctantly of course, 
that there are people in the church 
who are not living right, but they 
still must get right with God the 
same as any sinner or backslider. 
A hypocrite is never a good bar- 
rier to salvation. One must follow 
the right example if he expects to 
end up right. To be on the wrong 
road will never bring a person to 
the right destination. 

Then there is the other extreme, 
when one claims he is too “bad to 
be saved.” He may feel he has gone 
too far. He may say he would like 
to live for the Lord but he has 
been too mean, or his life is in such 
a mess he cannot be saved. Paul 
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said in 1 Timothy 1:15, “. . . Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners; of whom I am chief.” This 
man may insist Paul was not the 
chiefest of sinners. Remind him 
that Jesus said, “They that are 
whole need not a physician.” Christ 
came to seek and to save that which 
was lost, Luke 19:10. There is no 
exception mentioned here. Only one 
sin is not forgivable and that is 
blasphemy against the Holy Ghost. 
It is very doubtful that he has com- 
mitted that sin. 

There are some who say they 
want to be saved and expect to 
someday, but not right now. Point 
out that Hebrews 3:7 says, “To day 
if ye will hear his voice.” There is 
danger in delaying. Remind him 
of the very pointed words of 2 
Corinthians 6:2, “. . . behold, now 
is the accepted time; behold, now 
is the day of salvation.” I believe 
he should also be reminded of the 
words of Proverbs 29:1, “He, that 
being often reproved hardeneth his 
neck, shall suddenly be destroyed.” 








It is not at all uncommon to 
find a man who jokes about his 
soul and tries to impress you that 
he does not need to be saved now. 
He assures you that someday he 
might, but that he is in no hurry. 
If he goes to hell, it will be his 
fault and not yours. This man is a 
little hard to deal with, and you 
may have to wait on his nonsense 
to wear down (if it does.) Give 
him an example of a person who 
boasted of having his own choice 
and went out to meet God without 
having a chance. Your newspapers 
will give you current happenings 
that will make it seem closer to 
home. You could also give him one 
you know personally. 


Very often people tell us they 
can’t live for God. They may say 
they have tried many times and 
failed. It must be pointed out that 
we do not live the life by ourselves, 
but that it takes the Lord to help 
us. God has promised, “My grace is 
sufficient for thee,” 2 Corinthians 
12:9. Tell them not to trust in their 
own strength but to trust in the 
Lord who will not let them be 
tempted above that which they are 
able to bear but will with every 
temptation make a way of escape 
for them. Enlarge on this point 
yourself. 

Always in dealing with souls, you 
will find smart alecks who will try 
to embarrass you. They have ques- 
tions with very apparent answers 
to try to discredit your approach. 
I can only say, “Avoid . . . questions 
and strifes.” If the man insists on 
conducting a humiliation ceremony, 
find occasion to set him straight; 
he will likely give you that op- 
portunity if you listen a little while. 
You are not in the business of 
matching wits with him; but if you 
feel you should take advantage of 
his mistakes, do it in a humble and 
meek spirit. Surely you can conduct 
yourself in a sanctified way. Don’t 
let him “try your sanctification.” 
If you do not win the argument, 
your spirit may do far more to- 
ward convincing him than your ar- 
gument would accomplish. Don’t 
ever leave an encounter admitting 
you are whipped: Feel you have 
done your best and leave the rest 
up to God. 

Another indispensable asset to 
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soul-winning is the positive ap- 
proach. Your product and your in- 
tentions may be good, but unless 
you have that positive approach, all 
you say may be lost in what seems 
to be insincerity. Don’t ever be 
“mealy-mouthed.” Speak in a po- 
sitive manner. 

As important as the church is, 
don’t let it get in your way. Don’t 
give the impression that you are 
working for the church only. Let 
it be outstanding that you are after 
a soul rather than a member. Your 
whole purpose may be defeated if 
you put the church before him in 
preference to salvation. If you try 
to win him as a member first, you 
really wouldn’t want him until aft- 
er he is saved. After he is saved, 
then try to lead him into the 
church. 

Very often you will find people 
who are confused about the mar- 
riage supper, the mark of the beast, 
the millennial reign, and_ the 
various aspects of hell and heaven. 
If you try to solve these problems 
before they are saved, you are apt 
to confuse them, unless they have 
above average intelligence. If they 
are extremely intelligent, you prob- 
ably couldn’t tell them anything 
anyway—they would probably start 
telling you. I have known a few 
people who didn’t know what to do 
about water baptism. They have 
been told by one man that Acts 
2:38 is the correct procedure for 
baptism and another has said that 
Matthew 28:19 is right. It seems to 
me that wisdom would prompt us 
to tell the unsaved man to let that 
come after he has been born again. 
Water baptism isn’t essential to the 
new birth, so point out the fact 
that he can decide that after he is 
saved. If you will not be too stub- 
born, as apparently the other side 
is, you stand a much better chance 
of winning him; and in the end, 
he will probably listen to you in 
preference to the stubborn side. 


You will be wise in never con- 
demning a person or church while 
dealing with a person about his 
soul. It is almost fatal to point out 
the shortcomings and failings of a 
person you know who lives very 
loosely; it is very possible the un- 
converted man has some confidence 
in that person; and even if he has 


not, you are defeating your own 
purpose in exploiting another’s mis- 
takes. It may represent your cause 
to the man you are trying to win. 
If that happens, you represent a 
poor cause to him. 

Never tell a man he has to “give 
up” anything unless he forces you 
to do so. Then be very discreet when 
you do. If you are forced to do so, 
always take time to advise him that 
he need not worry. The Lord will 
help him give up his smoking, 
drinking, philandering, lying, 
cheating and immoral living. Don’t 
mention these things until he is 
saved, then deal with him as a new 
born babe. If you can get him to 
sincerely and diligently seek God, 
and he gets a genuine experience, 
you will find very little corrective 
work to do. It will take care of it- 
self almost entirely. 

If you are attempting to lead a 
person to the Lord, find out from 
those who know him what his in- 
terests are. If he likes dogs, talk 
dogs for awhile. If he likes guns, 
talk guns awhile. If she likes cook- 
ing, find out some of her recipes. 
Remember, it is best to lead one 
soul to the Lord by staying with 
that person for days, than to work 
with several and not lead anyone 
to the Lord. One preacher, though 
he was much older, played basket- 
ball with a group of young men 
three whole afternoons before any 
of the young men were led to the 
Lord. There was not a lot of talk- 
ing about the church; just an arm 
around the neck of a young man 
and gently saying, “Why don’t you 
come to church tonight,” or “I’m 
praying for you to be saved.” Go 
out of your way to do what he 
wants to do. Be careful not to be a 
“know-it-all.” Give him the feeling 
that he is a little better versed 
than you on the subject. Try not 
to be totally ignorant of his de- 
lightful subject. You can get a little 
knowledge in a few minutes on al- 
most any subject with an ency- 
clopedia. 

Let your witnessing to him about 
the Lord be the most outstanding, 
even with a gentle persuasion. You 
do not have to make it first in 
your conversation; in fact, it is 
usually unwise to hurry into your 
witnessing unless the situation de- 


(Continued on page 11) * 


























Let’s 
Do 

lt 
Again 


By WALTER T. STAFFORD 
Clinton, North Carolina 


ND THEY continued sted- 
2 fastly,” is the report the 

Scriptures give us of the 
apostles. Continuing on is the 
greatest ambition on any individ- 
ual’s part. Continuing on was not 
something that the apostles de- 
cided by way of choice, but it is 
the way Christ wants His church 
to be. We find in the Acts of the 
Apostles that they continued sted- 
fastly in the apostles’ doctrine and 
fellowship and in the breaking of 
bread and in prayer. This means 
they were diligent and constant in 
their attendance and in the preach- 
ing of the Word. 


Not only were they in one accord 
in the upper room. This “oneness” 
was so embedded in their hearts 
that it continued with them al- 
ways. 

Next we notice that they kept 





up the communion of saints, and 
breaking of bread, and in prayer. 
They not only had a natural af- 
fection for each other, but a great 
deal of natural conversation with 
each other. Even in 1 John 1:3, 4 
we can see how their fellowship 
was with the Father and Son. 
“That which we have seen and 
heard declare we unto you, that 
ye also may have fellowship with 
us: and truly our fellowship is with 
the Father, and with his Son Jesus 
Christ. And these things write we 
unto you, that your joy may be 
full.” 

Let us notice that they continued 
in prayer also. After the Holy 
Spirit was poured out, as well as 
before this experience, while they 
were waiting for Him, they remain- 
ed constant in prayer. There can 
never be a substitute for prayer— 
no, not even singing, rejoicing, or 
weeping, will substitute for prayer. 

They abounded in thanksgiving 
and were continually praising God 
—not one or two of them but all 
together, expressing their gratitude 
to Christ for the Gift of the Holy 
Ghost. 

All that believed were together 
and had all things common. Per- 
haps they had common tables (as 
the Spartans of old), for familiar- 
ity, temperance and freedom of 
conversation they ate together, that 
those who had much might have 
the least, and so be kept from the 
temptation of want and poverty. 
There was such a concern for one 
another, and such a readiness to 
help one another as there was oc- 


casion, that it might be said, they 
just “had all things common.” 

According to the law of friend- 
ship: One wanted not what another 
had, for he might have it for the 
asking. : 

Besides all this generosity which 
was existing among them, (1) 
there was singleness of heart, (2) 
they raised a fund for charity, (3) 
they sold their possessions and 
goods. Some sold their lands and 
horses; others sold their stocks and 
the furniture in their homes and 
parted the money to their brethren 
as every man had need. This was 
to destroy, not property, but selfish- 
ness. 

Many signs and wonders were 
done by the apostles of diver sorts 
which confirmed their doctrine, 
proving it was from God. But the 
Lord’s giving them power to work 
miracles was not all He had for 
them. He added to the Church 
daily. It is God’s work also to add 
souls to the Church. 

We often speak of the primitive 
church and appeal to it and to the 
history of it. In this we have truly 
seen the True Christian Church, 
for any church that fails to 
measure up to what the apostles 
preached, taught, and delivered un- 
to us, is somewhat indifferent to 
that which Christ has ordained. 


As we have seen our present 
church age grow, it is easy to see 
the great changes which have taken 
place over a period of time. 

Our forefathers came forth with 
great zeal and confidence in God. 
They wrote on our coins and dol- 
lar bills, “In God We Trust.” Let’s 
trust God again! We once had the 
victory over the naturalistic things 
of the world and shouted because 
of a freedom of spirit and mind. 
Let’s have it again. We once had 
the evidence of the Holy Ghost and 
spoke in tongues as the Spirit would 
give the utterance. Let’s do it again. 
We once walked for miles to at- 
tend church. Let’s do it again. 

Many once had a-burning testi- 
mony of God’s greatness toward 
them or of some miracle He had 
wrought in their life. Let’s testify 
about it again. We once had a 
strong conviction against sin and 
uncleanness, and had a burden for 
the lost. Let’s Do It Again! 





WHAT IS OUR DEFENSE? RE- 
SPECT FOR THE HOUSE OF 
GOD. 

HE HOUSE of God is a com- 

} mon meeting place for God 

and man. If this is true, 

then how much the more we 
ought to be punctual with our 
engagement’ with the loving Fa- 
ther. It is so easy for people 
to come into the service of God 
five, ten or fifteen minutes late. 

This portrays a spirit of negligence 

or indifference, and indicates a 

lack of responsibility and convic- 

tion. It is a glorious privilege of 
ours to worship God in spirit and 
in truth and in deed. This has been 
the leading spirit which led to the 
downfall of every church age in 
the past. The people who were 
ealled by His name became sloth- 
ful, negligent, unconcerned, indif- 
ferent and began to get fat on ma- 
terial things and lean in their 
souls. Dear Lord, help us not to 
fall into the same rut which is 
worn so very deep. I once heard 
the story of a frog convention. Dur- 
ing their meeting on a road fill, 
one of the leaders fell into a deep 
rut..The other frogs coaxed and 
coaxed him to keep jumping until 
he got out. But the frog said, “I 
can’t. get out; you will just have to 
go and leave me, so they did. The 
next day some of the frogs went to 
see about their neighbor and found 
him sitting out on high ground. 
They said, “We thought you couldn’t 
get out.” The frog said, “Well, it is 
like this; a.great big truck was 
coming and I had to get out.” As 
simple and humorous as _ this 
sounds, it has a great message in 
it. There is something greater than 

a big truck coming, and anyone 

who has fallen into the rut of 

Satan had better get out before it 

is too late. Tribulation is coming. 

It is possible that we spend too 
much time telling God about our 
great plans for life, and fail to al- 
low God the proper time to explain 
to us the more sacred and essential 
things that He would have us to 
know. Some of the sweetest hours 
of life are when we can become 
quiet and relaxed before God and 
allow Him to talk with us about 

His great work that is still unfin- 


ished here in the earth. Let Him 
strengthen our faith and broaden 
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MY EXPERIENCE... 








123 hours in fasting and 


By A. J. DUNCAN 
Winter Haven, Florida 


our vision of this whitened har- 
vest field. The grain is falling every 
day; it could be your very own 
children. “Having therefore, breth- 
ren, boldness to enter into the 
holiest by the blood of Jesus, By a 
new and living way, which he hath 
consecrated for us, through the 
veil, that is to say, his flesh; And 
having an high priest over the 
house of God; Let us draw near 
with a true heart in full assur- 
ance of faith, having our hearts 
sprinkled from an evil conscience, 
and our bodies washed with pure 
water. Let us hold fast the pro- 
fession of our faith without wa- 
vering; (for he is faithful that 
promised;) And let us consider one 
another to provoke unto love and 
to good works: Not forsaking the 
assembling of ourselves together, as 
the manner of some is; but ex- 
horting one another: and so much 
the more, as ye see the day ap- 
proaching,” Hebrews 10:19-25. 

By permission of the church 
which we: pastor, we, humbly and 
with all. sincerity, give our most 
wonderful and heart searching ex- 
periences in the hours of fasting 
and prayer and waiting upon God, 
which continued for five days and 
oné night. Daniel proved in his day 
that a man could touch God 
through fasting and prayer and get 
an answer to his. perplexing prob- 
lems. Daniel 9:3 says, “And I set 
my face unto the Lord God, to seek 
by prayer and supplications, with 
fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes.” 
“In those days I Daniel was mourn- 
ing three full weeks. I ate no 
pleasant bread, neither came flesh 
nor wine in my. mouth, neither did 


CONCLUSION 


I anoint myself at all, till three 
whole weeks were fulfilled,” Daniel 
10:2, 3. “And he said unto me, O 


Daniel, a man greatly beloved, un- 


derstand the words that I speak un- 
to thee, and stand upright: for un- 
to thee am I now sent. And when 
he had spoken this word unto me, 
I stood trembling. Then said he un- 
to me, Fear not, Daniel: for from 
the first day that thou didst set 
thine heart to understand, and to 
chasten thyself before thy God, thy 
words were heard, and I am come 
for thy words,” Daniel 10:11, 12. 
Jesus Himself set us an example; 
He fasted often. 

There are three questions possi- 
bly in the minds of some people; 
first, what is fasting? second, what 
good do you get from denying 
yourself food and water? third, do 
you think that it is necessary for 
us today? These questions should 
and can be answered. We shall try 
to give you our answers. This mes- 
sage was written during a fast of 
123 hours. I am sure it will always 
mean more to me than anyone 
else, but I am writing because I 
feel led of the Spirit to write it on 
paper. I shall never be able to ex- 
press with pen and ink and my 
limited vocabulary the wonderful 
experiences during this time of hu- 
mility before God. 


FIRST: WHAT IS FASTING? 


First of all, fasting is accepting 
and carrying out the practice of 
our blessed Lord. He fasted often. 
On one occasion when He came 
down off the Mountain of Trans- 
figuration with Peter, James and 
John, He found the other nine 
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Apostles put to shame by a demon 
in a young man whose father had 
brought him to the Apostles, and 
they could not cast the demon out. 
The father said to Jesus, “Will you 
please heal my son?” Jesus said to 
the father, “How long has he been 
in this condition?” “All his life,” 
said the father. Just then the devil 
threw him on the ground wallowing 
and foaming. Jesus rebuked the de- 
mon and called him out of the 
boy and commanded him not to 
enter into him any more and the 
boy was made whole. When the 
Apostles were alone with Jesus, 
they asked, “Jesus, why could we 
not cast that demon out of the 
boy?” Jesus said, “This kind cometh 
out only by fasting and prayer.” 


SECOND: WHAT GOOD DO WE 
GET OUT OF DENYING OUR- 
SELVES FOOD AND WATER? 


Fasting is the act of denying 
one’s self food and water for a 
given length of time for the pur- 
pose of drawing nearer to God and 
obtaining closer communion with 
Him. Some think that they can eat 
crackers and drink juices of some 
kind and fast, but that is not fast- 
ing according to the Scriptures. If 
we expect to receive from God, we 
must follow the Bible plan. Fasting 
is an act of humbling one’s self so 
that the whole body may be con- 
trolled and dominated by the Spirit 
of the Holy Ghost. It is an act ex- 
pressing a sincere desire to draw 
nearer to God in fellowship and 
wisdom and knowledge. It express- 
es the inward yearning of the spir- 
itual man to know the spiritual 
answers to our many perplexing 





problems which we face in the 
great work of the Lord through 
His church. Fasting teaches the 
flesh that the Spirit must domi- 
nate and brings the entire body 
into subjection to the perfect will of 
God. It is not so easy, but I am 
fully persuaded that it will pay 
great dividends in the life of those 
who do so with a purpose and a 
motive in view. 


GOD STILL SPEAKS: 


Church problems became _ so 
heavy and great, I went to my 
knees acknowledging my weakness 
and my need of more spiritual 
knowledge and wisdom to cope with 
these problems. Our regular services 
were going on as usual, but there 
was a yearning in my soul to see 
more accomplished for God and the 
church. There were not too many 
new people coming to church — 
just the usual trend of services. 
Yes, my people were taking care of 
the family and myself, but that was 
not the answer to my burdens. I 
felt that only God had the answer 
that I needed. I felt that I could 
go no further without seeing the 
Holy Ghost moving in the congre- 
gation and seeing conviction grip 
the hearts of people and seeing 
them run to the altar, get saved, 
sanctified, baptized with the Holy 
Ghost, and unite with the Church 
of God. This can only be when 
church members are praying and 
have a burden for the lost and feel 
a personal responsibility toward the 
program of the church and count 
it a great privilege to serve God 
and to be a member of the great 
Church of God. 


After 48 hours God began to 
speak to me, and until that mo- 
ment I did not know just how long 
I would fast. My first impression 
that God was really taking note of 
my sacrifice was when an -inward 
voice spoke to me and said, “How 
many church members do you 
have?” I said, “Lord, I don’t know 
the exact number, but I will find 
out.” I called my clerk and asked 
him but did not tell him my rea- 
son for wanting to know. He said, 
“123.” The Spirit spoke to me and 
said, “Fast one hour for each mem- 
ber you have. Preach the message 
I will give you to preach on Sun- 
day morning and leave the results 
and the people in My hands. What 
I want you to do is to warn My 
people; tell them it is going to take 
a closer walk with Me than many 
believe and are doing; tell them My 
coming is close at hand.” My mes- 
sage was taken from 1 Corinthians 
10:1-12. My text was verse 12, 
“Wherefore let him that thinketh 
he standeth take heed lest he fall.” 


CAN WE KNOW? 


About the 70th “hour there ap- 
peared in a vision before me four 
old lions and one old lioness. They 
were poor and skinny and had a 
vicious look upon their faces; they 
kept their eyes upon me all the 
time and the old lioness paced to 
and fro in front of me. These are 
none other than the vicious spir- 
its of men and women who have 
no real love for the promotion and 
progress of the church, but would 
rather see it small and struggling, 
especially if they cannot be in a 
position where they can tell the 
other fellow what to do. They are 
clouds without water, always keep- 
ing something stirred up in the 
church, and a weird tale of despair 
and discouragement oon _ their 
tongue to tell everyone they meet. 


DO DEMONS EXIST AND DO 
THEY TALK? 


Some time between midnight and 
three o’clock I was awakened sud- 
denly, and as I was praying, the 
inside view of the church came be- 
fore me. Right in the front en- 
trance of the church stood several 
devilish looking creatures, holding 
hands. They were lined up across 
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the entrance of the church. They 
were in a devilish dancing jubilee. 
The Spirit of God spoke to me and 
said, “These are spirits hindering 
the progress of My church today. 
They are not in the world but in 
the church.” He named them to 
me, “Jealousy, pride, hatred, rebel- 
lion, indifference, and _ werldly 
pleasure.” One of these demon spir- 
its spoke to me and said, “We keep 
the churches small; we have them 
stunted; we have silenced most of 
the travailing prayers which pro- 
duce spiritual life in men and 
women, boys and girls; we are in 
the church but not of the church.” 
What a challenge from Satan. 


These are spirits of Satan who 
are in a desperate battle to smoth- 
er the life out of the church. They 
do not want any sobs of repent- 
ing tears, no tarrying services 
where people are filled with the 
Holy Ghost and speak with other 
tongues as the Spirit gives the ut- 
terance. They, these agents of Sa- 
tan, cringe when they see someone 
throw up his hands toward heav- 
en, face beaming with the glory 
of God and the joy of salvation, 
giving vent to those spiritual urges 
within a happy soul. They hate to 
see brethren greeting brethren with 
a holy kiss, saying, “I appreciate 
your good Christian life. Pray for 
me; I mean to go through by the 
grace of God: heaven will be worth 
it all.” And when the women of the 
church greet each other in this 
Christian manner, all the little 
devils and big devils will have to 
back off from God’s property. I feel 
a surge of glory right now, and I 
trust that when you read this, you 
will be able to feel the same. 


TWO ANGELS APPEAR: 


Near the break of day on Sun- 
day morning, March 30, the inside 
of the church appeared before me 
once again. This time it was not 
demon spirits; but to my happy 
surprise, two angels appeared one 
on either side of the auditorium 
about half way the distance from 
the rostrum and the front door. 
They folded their wings and just 
stood erect and said nothing, but 
their presence meant so much to 
me. I felt like they had come for 
a special purpose. As I preached 
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Sunday morning, God was so near 
to me. I feel that it was the cli- 
max of my 22 years of preaching, 
the anointing of the Holy Ghost 
was so real and powerful. As I 
preached, there came shouting ex- 
pressions from the congregation, 
“Brother Duncan, we feel that God 
is sitting right by our side.” I do 
not think there was a dry eye in 
the house. God’s glory was mani- 
fested in waves, over and over. Not 
so much shouting but many tears 
from those who were searching 
their own hearts. 


A REVELATION OF OUR CHURCH 
MINUTES: 


The Minutes and teachings of 
the Church of God are to be pre- 
served, honored and obeyed. These 
teachings and doctrines of the New 
Testament were sought out prayer- 
fully and with much concern for 
the sanctity and holiness of the 
people who would thereafter unite 
with the Church of God. We have 
all the teachings that we need. We 
only need closer living and con- 
formity to the teachings of the 
church. The teachings of the 
church are as binding upon every 
member of the church as the Law 
of Moses was upon every Jew. “If 
when these laws were broken and 
ignored, it demanded punishment 
from God, then how much more 
do and will the violators and those 
who simply ignore the teachings 
of My church receive at My hands.” 
Thus, spoke the Holy Ghost to me. 
The Church of God is the divine 
institution for which Christ gave his 
life blood and certainly she will be 
among the number which will be 
caught up in the rapture. As for 
me and my house, we will take our 
chance with the Church of God; 
her doctrines and teachings are 
just right with God. 


At the conclusion of the morn- 
ing service, my body was weak after 
fasting for over 90 hours, but I 
was so happy when I was made to 
know that the Spirit could and al- 
ways would strengthen us at the 
proper time and place. I do not 
think that I have ever felt more 
emptied of self and full of God 
and had such a consciousness of the 
near presence of the Holy Ghost 
ever before. Some of my young peo- 





ple came to me after the service 
was over, and tears ran down their 
cheeks as they confessed to a slack 
life and as they gripped my hand 
and promised me and God that 
they would never be the same any 
more and that the teachings of the 
Church of God meant more to 
them than ever before, and that 
they were going to live closer and 
more consecrated than in the past. 
They were not the only ones— 
older people came too. These are 
some of the conditions which 
pressed me to my knees in prayer 
and fasting. Thank God for the 
answers. 


God said, “Command a fast of 
my people for Monday.” Sunday 
night came and such a convicting 
service. The choir seemed to sing 
better than ever before; a great, 
holy atmosphere filled the whole 
building; there was no preaching, 
but the altar filled with hungry 
seekers and some were saved that 
night. Among these were backslid- 
ers who had been away from God 
for over a year. People were sanc- 
tified and filled with the Holy 
Ghost. Some were shouting while 
others were lying prostrate on the 
floor. Pentecost is the same if we 
will all in unity pay the price to 
have and enjoy the blessings of 
God. 


Sunday night my people asked 
for a prayer meeting on Monday 
night. This was the day or night 
that our fast of 123 hours would 
end. There were many who fasted 
this day—men, women and chil- 
dren. We had a wonderful prayer 
meeting that night. This was the 
first experience of fasting for 
many, and I sincerely believe that 
it proved a great blessing to the 
church, and especially to those who 
participated. Not until the end of 
this fast did I understand just 
what clear, cool, sparkling water 
meant to a dehydrated body that 
had lost 15 pounds in five days 
and a half. Then I think how much 
more does living water from above 
mean to a parched sin-sick soul 
that has come to God through the 
living fountain, Jesus Christ. God 
still speaks to His ministry. Thanks 
be to God who giveth us the vic- 
tory through Jesus Christ our Lord 
and coming King in Glory. 

















| TRAVELED WITH THE 1959 
REGIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL 
AND YOUTH CONVENTIONS! 
(Continued from page 3) 
and to participate in the other 
phases of boosting youth and Sun- 
day School work. Other leaders in 
the Church appeared to be ready 
to contribute to the success of every 
meeting. 

The Church of God affords out- 
standing spiritual music every- 
where, and I heard the best in 
voice, instrument, and selection. A 
young minister, in true style of 
youth, took the pulpit in each of 
the closing night services, and with- 
out a single exception also took the 
hearts of the young people heaven- 
ward as he appealed for their dedi- 
cation. North and south, east and 
west, our people love to sing, love 
to pray, and love to worship, and 
I feel that they surely did love the 
conventions. 

Want my personal opinion about 
the conventions? They’re not just 
a bunch of “boxed-up blessings 
dragging around the country,” and 
shame on you if you thought so, 
and bigger shame if you had an 
opportunity to attend and didn’t! 
If the Youth Board comes up with 
a better theme next time, it will 
really have to be good! I can still 
hear the opening call, “More power 
for this hour” and repeat with an 
echo the sub topic of each evening: 
“through the Sunday School 
—through the home—and through 
the youth!” 


Miss Alice Josephsen, represent- 
ing the Executive Missions Secre- 
tary in nine of the Regional Con- 
ventions, participated actively in 
the conventions as a panel mem- 
ber and as a workshop leader. Her 
work was greatly appreciated by 
the National Sunday School and 
Youth Department. 

—O. W. Polen, National Director 
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YOU ARE TO BE WISE 
(Continued from page 6) 
mands it, as with a sick, or a dying 
person. When you have tactfully 
dealt a lot of patience in talking 
of his interests, he will likely give 


e you all the patience necessary to 


present your side. Never filibuster 
your way. If your candidate is a lit- 
tle uncomfortable, make him feel 
relaxed. You can! 

Never deal with an egotist until 
you become one. If you are having 
trouble with the “know-it-all” type, 
let him rest while you deal with 
someone else and then come back 
to him later. He may have the wind 
let out of his sails and you'll have 
a chance. It is never wise to give 
up on any person. There is always 
a way if you stay at it long enough. 

There are some people who are 
strictly opposed to talking about 
the Lord in any way. If you find a 
person like this, don’t force your 
opportunities with him. Try to 
make your meetings appear as 
casual as possible. Sell yourself to 
him as a Christian. Let him see 
something wonderful about Chris- 
tianity through you. You may not 
have to say a word to him, but live 
it. Watch your step; he’s watching 
you. It may take you months for 
him to open up; but when and if 
he does, he will tell you it was 
your life that convinced him there 
was something to it after all. 

Now and then you will find peo- 
ple who have been hurt and wound- 
ed. Their confidence may have been 
shaken in someone. They may tell 
you they don’t believe anyone lives 
right. Don’t agree or disagree, if 
you can help it. If you are forced 
to give your opinion, tell them you 
believe there are people who do 
live right and that it is impossible 
to know the heart. Don’t make your 
praying, witnessing and trying to 
win him too apparent. He may re- 
sent it. Take your time with him. 
Never wear your welcome out, but 
spend more than the usual time 
with him. When you see his re- 
sentment weakening, then you have 
a chance to drop in a word or two. 
Before you know it, he will have his 
faith in humanity restored. 

The greatest precaution should 
be taken with a new convert. I 
doubt you would do anything that 
would imperil his safety as a child 
of God after you have won him, 
but a word along this line is in 
order, I’m sure. Don’t ieave him to 
stand alone. He will have trials and 
temptations. Have an understand- 
ing heart. If he has a problem 
similar to one you have had, let 


him know it and tell him how you 
were able to master it. Don’t ever 
give him the impression that you 
feel he is weak or that he lacks 
will power. Teach him right away 
to witness to new people about the 

Lord. Go with him a few times to 

help him. Far too many have been 

saved and let sit idle until the 
church has too many non-witness- 
ing Christians. 

To be a soul-winner there are 
some very outstanding things that 
need to be discussed and under- 
stood. You will have no excuse for 
not being a witness. You are saved 
to get others saved. Remember to: 
1. Read your Bible daily. 

2. Pray daily for souls. 

3. Witness at every opportunity. 

4. Memorize at least ten soul-win- 
ning Scriptures. 

5. Be mission minded to the needs 
of those around you and those 
in the next town and state. 

The responsibility is ours, and we 
are WITHOUT EXCUSE. Romans 
1:20. When you leave the witness- 
ing to someone else, you are casting 
a vote to give someone else your 
crown! ” 

In conclusion, may I assert some 
very heart rendering facts. I don’t 
believe a church or a people is 
pleasing God when they are sat- 
isfied with just the “same old 
crowd.” There are people who need 
our help. They are worthy of our 
help. Unless a church grows, it will 
die spiritually. 

The simplest thing to do is to 
sit back and tell yourself God does 
not care whether we are big or 
small. I am saved and that is 
enough. That is the saddest and 
most selfish condition I know of. 

You can say, “I am no personal 
worker or soul-winner.” What if 
everyone said that? You wouldn’t be 
saved. Don’t demand of someone 
else what you will not do your- 
self. 

Now may I add my prayers and 
blessing for what they are worth 
to your success as a soul-winner for 
the Lord. Never be a tightwad 
with God—with your talents, wit- 
nessing, money or attendance to 
the house of God and prayer. 

May the peace of God abide in 
you and make you a fruitful soul- 
winner, and may you be willing to 
bea good pioneer for Christ. 
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Church Progressing at 
Columbia 


COLUMBIA, Miss.—God is bless- 
ing our church in a great way. The 
interest and enthusiasm is good 
and each department is progress- 
ing nicely. 

We have made several improve- 
ments to the church, such as build- 
ing a vestibule and building cabi- 
nets in L.W.W.B. kitchen. We also 
finished furnishing the parsonage 
completely with venetian blinds, 
painted 2 rooms, and added a side- 
walk in front of the house and in 
front of the church. 


The Sunday School attendance is 
growing. We recently broke all 
records with 135 in attendance. We 
recently closed a contest between 
4 Junior girls who were competing 
for the title of ‘Miss Junior Y.P.E.” 
They raised $173.00, and 65 new 
persons attended the Y.P.E. as a 
result of their work. 

We give God the glory for every 
accomplishment. 

—Rev. Walter Atkinson, pastor 


New Kitchen at Farmville 


FARMVILLE, N. C.—We are hap- 
py to report that the Farmville 
Chureh of God now has the kitch- 
en it has needed for a long time. 
Our pastor, Rev. Claude Crain, and 
his wife rolled up their sleeves and 
joined the members and our won- 
derful friends in the building of it. 


Believing that with God nothing 
shall be impossible, we began our 
work with a small amount of 
money, faith in God and each 
other. God blessed; and in nine 
days, the kitchen was ready for 
use with no added debt on the 
church. Not just a kitchen, but a 
dining room too. We have a gas 
stove, one sink base cabinet, wall 
cabinet with two bars that have 
drawers and cabinet space built 
in. These bars separate the kitchen 
from the dining room. We also have 





a new rug, curtains, tables, and 
chairs. 

We appreciate the good work 
of our pastor and his wife, mem- 
bers and our many friends. 

—Mamie L. Curry, reporter 


The Church of God in Ennis, 
Texas, Moves Forward 


ENNIS, Texas—On Sunday, March 
15, the folk at the Ennis Church 
of God dedicated their new church 
building. The church is complete 
in every way. It has the most 
unique floor plan of any church 
I have visited in Texas. 


The plant consists of a new 
auditorium which is very attrac- 
tive and restful. The lighting is 
recessed to eliminate any glare. In 
the back of the church is a beau- 
tiful baptistry with a painting to 
enhance the building. It has a nice 
nursery, rest rooms, pastor’s study, 
Sunday School rooms, and a well- 
arranged kitchen and dining room. 


The church has been greatly 
blessed of the Lord; there have 
been a number of new members 
added to the church and the pas- 
tor, Rev. J. G. Jackson, is doing a 
wonderful work in this city. Broth- 
er Jackson drew the plans for this 
well-arranged church, and he is 
due a lot of credit for the efficient 
manner in which he managed the 
building of the church. 


There was a large delegation 
there for the dedication on March 
15, including many visitors from 
over the state, along with the state 
overseer, youth director, and the 
district pastor, Rev. C. R. Thomi- 
son, who was a great help in ad- 
vising with Brother Jackson in his 
work. 

Rev. Mac Symes, the youth di- 
rector, preached at the morning 
services, and the state overseer 
dedicated the building in the after- 
noon service. 


—P. H. McCarn, state overseer 





Pray for my son that he may 
become strong and show himself 
@ man and be able to resist the 
devil. Pray that he will draw near 


to God. —A sister in Christ 


Ranger, Texas 


Pray that the Lord will save a 
certain person. 

—Mrs., Jean W. Willocks 

226 Boardman Ave., Maryville, 

Tenn. 


Pray for a very special un- 
spoken request. Remember my 
baby, Bonnie Sue, and my other 
children. —Mrs. Frances Bailey 
347 N. Poplar St., Greenville, Miss. 


Pray for the healing of my bod 
and for my children to be saved. 
—One who believes in prayer 


Pray for a very urgent unspoken 
request. —Marion Frazier 
Lexington, Kentucky 


Pray for the mares 5 of my wife. 
—J. O. Cochran 

1208 Muxey Lane 

Nashville 6, Tennessee 


Pray that the Lord will heal my 
body. —Mrs. H. H. James 
Oxford, Mississippi 


Pray for the healing of my son. 
—Mrs. Annie Lee Harris 

Route 2, Box 136 

Clarksdale, Miss. 
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revivals 


“One of the Most Outstanding 
Revivals in History of Church” 


MADISONVILLE, Tenn. —The 
Madisonville Church of God just 
closed one of the most outstand- 
ing revivals in the history of the 
church. Rev. C. B. Donohue was 
the evangelist. Thirteen souls were 
saved, 8 sanctified, 11 received the 
Holy Ghost, and several were add- 
ed to the church. God’s might 
power was manifested in suc 
a wonderful way. People of other 
faiths joined us and chairs had 
to be brought from the Sunday 
School rooms. Brother Donohue 
prayed for the sick and people re- 
ceived their healing in the prayer 
line. We praise God for the tire- 
less efforts of this consecrated 
evangelist. 

We are grateful for our good 
pastor, Rev. E. J. Davis and his 
precious wife. They have rendered 
their tireless efforts so graciously 
and so humbly. God is really bless- 
ing us and our new church is 
almost completed. People of other 
faiths have been awakened to this 
marvelous “Pentecostal” way and 
Brother and Sister Davis are a 
great blessing to the city of 
Madisonville. 

—Etha Gregory, reporter 


God Is Moving in Community 


CROSS KEYS, Pa—The Cross 
Keys Church of God has just closed 
a revival with Sister Ruth Justin 
of Somerset, Pennsylvania, as the 
evangelist. She presented the Word 
of God under the anointing of the 
Holy Ghost. The church was bless- 
ed with 10 saved and 4 filled with 
the Holy Ghost. 

Since the close of the revival, the 
Lord has continued to bless us. God 
is moving in our community around 
Cross Keys. 

—Mrs. James M. Varner, reporter 


Revival Fire Still Burns 


SOMERSET, Pa—New “Years 
night we started a revival with 
Rev. A. A. Lynch as the evan- 
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gelist. The first 2 weeks of the 
revival, the weather was not so 
favorable; 7 the presence of God 
was manifested in a wonderful 
way. The interest increased as the 
church was fasting and praying 
and the evangelist — under 
the anointing of the Holy Ghost. 
Sinners prayed through in the old 
fashioned way. Many were saved, 
several were sanctified, and 9 fill- 
ed with the Holy Ghost. 


Brother Lynch was certainly at 
his best to the very last night. The 
Holy Ghost was present each 
night. The saints prayed “gen 4 
each night in the altar service 
and were filled to overflowing with 
showers of blessings. The revival 
closed officially on February 8, but 
the revival fire still burns with 
souls praying through to victory. 
—J. E. Bell, pastor 


A Mighty Outpouring of God's 
Spirit in Jacksonville 


The Rev. T. L. Lowery Evange- 
listic Party, consisting of Brother 
Lowery, Brother Herb Winegar, 
Herb’s mother, Sister Winegar, 
and their foremost partner, the 
great Spirit of God, came into 
Jacksonville on April 12, to launch 
a campaign against sin and the 
devil. 

It looked as if it were going to 
be impossible to secure a lot for the 
tent, and the meeting was started 
in the church. After running sev- 
en nights in the church and observ- 
ing the crowded condition, even 
though our church can seat 650 
persons, prayer was offered again 
that a lot for the tent might be 
secured. We went to the owner we 
had first contacted, and discov- 
ered that the developments which 
had been expected had not oc- 
curred. As a result, we were grant- 
ed the use of the lot, which was a 
choice location. The revival ran for 
ten nights and two Sunday after- 
noon services in the tent. 

I am confident that I am speaking 
the sentiment of each of our co- 
ogee pastors and members of 
the North and South Jacksonville 
Districts, when I say it was the 
greatest revival that we have ex- 





perienced in several years. We 
feel like saying with the Psalmist 
in Psalm 98:1, “O sing unto the 
Lord a new song; for he hath done 
marvellous things: his right hand, 
and his holy arm, hath gotten him 
the victory.” From the very first 
service we felt an unusual mani- 
festation of God’s power. We saw 
hundreds come down the aisles for 
salvation and to be _ sanctified 
and filled with the Holy Ghost. 
Many who had lost the joy were re- 
claimed and shouted the victory. 
Eternity alone will determine how 
many received definite experiences 
with God. We saw and heard many 
testify who had received miracu- 
lous healings. Many of these we 
knew personally and was Sees 
ed with their physical condition. 


Brother Lowery’s messages were 
ablaze with the Spirit of God and 
burned their way into the hearts 
of sinners, backsliders, as well as 
cold and indifferent church mem- 
bers. Sinners were saved, back- 
sliders were brought back to God 
and the cold church members felt a 
new touch of God’s power, I sin- 
cerely believe it was a time of real 
spiritual edification for all of God’s 
children. We shall not soon forget 
the straightforward preaching of 
Brother Lowery, which proved to 
be a source of inspiration and joy 
to all who love the unadulterated 
Word of God. 


Brother Herb Winegar moved the 
great congregation each night with 
his messages in song that were im- 
mersed, permeated and unctioned 
with the Spirit of God. Some nights 
the power of God would accompany 
his singing to the extent that the 
folk were so —— moved that 
Brother Lowery felt it unnecessary 
to deliver his message, but would 
call those in need of salvation to 
the altar. 


On the last Sunday afternoon of 
the meeting, we had a giant bap- 
tismal service in a portable pool 
installed in the tent. There were 
264 who followed the Lord in wa- 
ter baptism. Many remarked that 
they had never seen anything like 
this; neither had we. Many came 
into the water with their best 
clothing on. Many of this number 
did not plan to be baptized when 
they came to the service, but after 
Brother Lowery’s message on Wa- 
ter Baptism and after moved 
on their hearts, they felt their need 
to be baptized. 


The revival was climaxed with 
the largest attendance of the en- 
tire crusade on the last ht with 
scores and scores seeking the Lord 
for salvation and deeper experi- 
ences with Him. Many have al- 
ready united with the co-operating 
churches and we feel confident 
many others will join. 


—H. B. Ramsey, pastor 

















Former Pastor Conducts 
Revival at Benton 


BENTON, Ill.—We feel sure that 
friends and brethren who are in- 
terested in the Church of God here 
at Benton, Illinois, will rejoice to 
know about a very successful re- 
vival meeting, conducted by the 
church and evangelist, W. J. (Bill) 
Brown, a former pastor. The meet- 
ing was set for the short period 
of 10 nights; but during that time, 
our entire church was held in the 
grip of the Holy Ghost and a bless- 
ed revival spirit prevailed. Our 
brother’s preaching was of the very 
best Pentecostal type, and God add- 
ed His rich grace to each sermon. 
Eighteen souls sought the Lord and 
found Him. Seven received the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost. Ten of 
the folk that prayed through united 
with the church in membership. We 
baptized 20 in water. There is a 
sense of gratitude and appreciation 
flowing deep in the minds and 
hearts of our Benton folk, for the 
way God has visited His people 
here. We are enjoying God so very 
much, that we (the pastor and 
members) would like to extend a 
warm and hearty invitation to any- 
one who might be — our way. 
Please, brethren, dly mention us 
and our work, to the Lord when you 
are praying. 

—Rev. C. E. French, pastor 


Fifty-two Saved in Three- 
Week Revival 


CINCINNATI, Ohio—On March 
8, 1959, the Cincinnati Church of 
God closed a 3-week revival with 
the Evangelist E. L. Kelly. Many 
people were healed and the Holy 
Ghost was with us in such a great 
way. Many nights the Holy Ghost 
took charge of the services and 
everyone was made to realize how 
great and good God is. 

There were 52 souls saved, 7 
sanctified, 6 baptized with the Holy 
Ghost, 5 baptized in water and 13 
added to the church. Brother Kelly 
is a wonderful preacher and was a 
great blessing the church here. 

—Rev. Troy Davidson, pastor 


Sister Healed of Goiter 
During Revival 


WARDS GAP, Va.—Rev. Della 
Patrick of Roanoke Rapids, North 
Carolina, has just closed a very 
successful revival with 6 saved, 4 
sanctified, 3 filled with the Holy 
Ghost and 1 added to the church. 
Her messages were deeply anointed 
of the Lord. He revealed unto her 
a sister with a goiter, who, when 
Sister Patrick offered prayer, was 
instantly healed. 

—Aline Bowman, reporter 


The Lost Are Found; The 
Sick Are Healed 


COTTONDALE, Fla.—The Grand 
Ridge Church of God has enjoyed 
an old fashioned revival that last- 
ed for six weeks. The Holy Ghost 
has come down and blessed us 
every night. The evangelist has 
only been able to preach twice in 
2 weeks. Almost every night lost 
souls have been in the altar pray- 
ing through. There have been 49 
souls saved, 19 sanctified, and 14 


‘baptized with the Holy Ghost. 


Besides souls being saved, sanc- 
tified and filled with the Holy 
Ghost, there have been several 
healings. One man testified to the 
healing of sugar diabetes. Before 
he was prayed for, the doctor said 
that it was in the last stage. After 
he was prayed for, he had four 
tests, and they all proved negative. 
There were several others that tes- 
tified to the healings of gall bladder 
trouble, fevers, eadaches, and 
several other maladies. 

Sunday afternoon, April 12, 1959, 
we had an old fashioned baptizing, 
with 18 being baptized. The Lord 
has also increased the membership. 
Thirteen have been added to the 
church. 

The evangelist was the Rev. 
Thomas Batts and his wife. The 
pastor is Rev. George Newton. 


Spirit Moved in Messages, in 
Tongues and Interpretations 

BALTIMORE, Md.—The Brook- 
lyn Church of God has just ex- 
perienced the greatest revival in 
the history of the local church. The 
revival went on for 4 weeks, with 
Rev. L. G. Lockwood as the evan- 
erg Scores claimed healing for 
heir bodies, and the anointed 
preaching of Brother Lockwood 
thrilled and stirred the hearts of 
the people for the first 3 weeks. 
Then, another evangelist, the Holy 
Ghost, took charge and for more 
than a week there was no preach- 
ing, but the Spirit moved mes- 
sages, in tongues and interpreta- 
tions. Twenty-seven souls were 
saved, 30 sanctified, 30 filled with 
the Holy Ghost, 23 joined the 
church and 26 were baptized with 
water. 

Brother Lockwood has _ re- 
turned to the evangelistic field and 
any church can profitably use this 
man of God. 

—M., G. Summers, pastor 


Outpouring of Holy Ghost 
in Tucson 


TUCSON, Ariz—We have been 
having an yoo gee | of the Holy 
Ghost in a revival with Rev. Leroy 
Carver of Waycross, Georgia, as the 
evangelist. e Lord has blessed 
the church with 6 souls saved, 


2 filled with the Holy Ghost, 4 
added to the church and 11 bap- 
tized in water. The Sunday School 
has shown an increase from 145 
to 169 and 179 for which 
we praise the Lord. 

Brother Leroy Carver is a good 
man of God. We praise the rd 
for all this and what He is going 
to do for us in the future. 

—John Diffie, clerk 


One of Best Revivals Ever 
in Switzer Church 


SWITZER, S.C—We want to 
praise the Lord for one of the best 
revivals the Switzer Church of God 
has ever had —old time Holy Ghost 
services, lasting until midnight and 
after, and as many as 12 bein 
saved in one service. Some woul 
come in from outside the church 
near the midnight hour and pray 
through. Rev. F. B. Gravitt of 
Liberty, South Carolina, was the 
evangelist. The final count for the 
19 hts indicated 21 saved, 14 
sanctified, 8 baptized with the Holy 
Ghost and 21 added to the church. 
We are looking forward to great 
things here in the future. 

—Rev. B. S. Fortner, pastor 


Greatest Revival. in Many 
Years 

NASHVILLE, Tenn.—The Merid- 
ian Street Church of God, from 
March 29 through April 17, enjoyed 
one of the greatest revivals we have 
had in many years. There were 13 
saved, 6 sanctified, 6 filled with the 
Holy Ghost, 15 baptized in water 
and 16 added to the church. 

The evangelist, Brother C. B. 
Donohue of Chattanooga, Tennes- 
see, really stirred our hearts and 
blessed our lives with his old time 
Holy Ghost preaching and deep 
convictions. 

We appreciate our good pastor 
and his wife, Brother and Sister 
M. E. Roberson, They have done a 
great work in the 6% years they 
have been here. Their little family, 
Brenda, Karen, Eddie and Dewey, 
are all blessings to our church. 

We desire the prayers of all the 
saints that the Meridian Street 
Church of God will continue to 
grow deeper in the Spirit of God 
as well as in number. 

—Mrs. Hoyt Elliott, clerk 





Interest rates on borrowed trou- 
ble remain high—and it is hard to 
repay the principal. 


Be a stand-by for the church and 
not merely a by-stander. 
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CHRISTIAN YOUTH AND DAT- 
TING, compiled by Ernest E. Lott. 
This book speaks frankly but 
kindly on the dangers and pit- 
falls facing young Christians on 
dates and points the way to vic- 
tory over some of the shameful 
habits which can destroy youth. 
80 pages, paper, 15c. 





CHRISTIAN GIRL’S PRO s, 
Bertrand Williams. This book is 
thoroughly Scriptural in ap- 
proach. Board, $1.25. 





EVERYDAY QUESTIONS TEEN- 
AGERS ASK, Mel Johnson. Here 
is a down-to-earth discussion of 
real life problems—questions on 
conduct facing Christian teen- 
agers. Scriptural and sensible. 
Paper, 35c. 


HOW TO GET ALONG WITH 
CHRISTIANS, Robert Cook. Dr. 
Cook shows how to get along 
with other Christians. - Paper, 
$1.00. 








Picture-Story Series books for children 


Eight Big-Value, Four-Color, Bible Story 
Picture Books 

A choice selection of eight different Bible 
story picture books for children. Each 
offers excellent book value with the best 
in Bible story and Bible picture teaching 
value. 

Each book contains twelve carefully 
written and edited full-page Bible stories. 
Each story is illustrated with a full-page 
biblical picture, printed in four colors. 

Ideal for church-school, vacation-school, 
and day-school teachers, parents, and 
others who teach children. EXCELLENT AS 
AWARDS AND GIFTS AT ANY TIME OF THE 
YEAR. Written in simple, child language 
that 7- to 10-year-olds can read. 

Hard back, board covers, printed in 
four colors and varnished for longer wear. 
Each book is size 5Yex6% inches. 

Price 35 cents each 
Any Four Titles, $1.25; 
Complete Set of Eight, $2.50 


No. D7060-—Stories of Bible Days 

No. D7065—Stories About Jesus 

No. D7066—Stories of Jesus’ Followers 
No. D7070-—Stories of Long Ago 


Publication Date April 1, 1959 
No. D7071—Stories About David 
No. D7072—Stories About Moses 
No. D7073—Stories About Paul 
No. D7074—Stories from the Life of Jesus 










































ORDER FROM 


Church of God Pub. House 
Cleveland, Tennessee 


Pathway Book Store 
1108 Florida Avenue 
Tampa. Florida 


Pathway Book Store 
231 S. Church Street 
Charlotte, N. C. _ 


Montgomery Avenue 














